TBA Alumni meeting: minutes of the meeting held in Ghana
Noguchi, University of Ghana: 29 January 2009

Present: 
Etotepe Sogbohossou (Benin), Nuhu Daniel (Tanzania), Gladys Odey Quaye, Emannuel Kogo, Boatang Caleb, Enerst Nti Acheampong and Victor Mombo (Ghana), Dr Charles Kahindo (DRC), Anthony Kuria (Kenya), Rosie Trevelyan (UK)
Apologies: 
Ishmael Dodoo, Janice, John Abraham and Kwaku Aduse-Poku (all of Ghana), and Stephen Awoyemi and Fola Babalola (Nigeria)
Introduction

The meeting was attended by alumni from different countries, mainly those participating in the 1st conference of Africa Section of the SCB.  Discussions focused on the alumni groups in general.

Challenges the groups face

The meeting identified some of the challenges groups face in their operations: 

· too few meetings such that members fall out

· members' (especially coordinators) commitment: further studies, fieldwork, etc that make it hard to follow through with group's activities

· group's profile: some alumnus do not know of the existence of in-country alumni groups or alumni from their institutions, etc

Possible solutions:

Those in attendance proposed the following as possible solutions:

a) The TBA to profile groups better through its website: make the website more functional

b) Enhance the TBA mentorship programme. Many alumni do not know that TBA offers such a service. Suggested areas of mentorship include fund-raising, writing skills, statistics and taxonomy. The meeting also proposed that TBA builds a database of potential mentors that groups can work with.

c) Enhance groups' capacity through targeted training. The TBA is looking into possibilities of running training workshops in fund-raising and scientific writing, in response to feedback we received from groups across Africa in 2008

d) Undertaking joint projects with TBA: The TBA is keen to look at proposals that groups develop 

e) Improved networking between members: share ideas, through yahoo or facebook networks, helping each other, etc.

f) Developing workable goals/ideas. Groups should work within their capacity to ensure their efforts are fruitful.

g) Continued support to individuals: through the MSc scholarships, letters of support, etc

In addition to the above, the meeting felt that groups need to meet and come up with home grown solutions. These can then be shared across groups (experience sharing).

Other issues

Otherwise, 14 alumni participated in the SCB conference in Ghana. These were:
Benin - Etotepe Sogbohossou (04/1, Kenya)

Tanzania - Nuhu Daniel (03/3, Amani)

Kenya - Kuria (06/2 Kibale); Dr Mwangi Githiru (07/1 Kibale); Iregi Mwenja (05/2, Kibale)

Ghana - Gladys Odey Quaye (06/2, Kibale); Emannuel Kogo (06/3, Kenya); Boatang Caleb (07/1, Kibale); Enerst Nti Acheampong (05/4, Kirindy) and Victor Mombo (2005 STP, Morogoro)

DRC - Dr Charles Kahindo (98/3, Amani)

Nigeria - Jacinta Abalaka (05/1); Stephen Awoyemi (02/3)

UK - Ben Phalan (05/1, Kibale)
Attached is a group photo taken after the meeting.
