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PREAMBLE

The modern concept of conservation is the wise maintenance and utilization of the earth’s resources so that they may yield the greater sustainable benefit to the present generation while maintaining their potential to meet the needs and aspiration of future generations. The current rate of biodiversity loss is alarming therefore calls for urgent attention. Unfortunately, reports have shown that students enrolments in conservation disciplines is on the decrease in Africa, while many of the students already studying the discipline are not aware of the prospects therein. 

With the ever increasing challenges facing the earth as a result of biodiversity destruction and climate change, coupled with the issue of decrease in professionals, the Nigeria Tropical Biology Association (NTBA) Alumni group organised a seminar on “Capacity Development and Career Prospects in Conservation Science” as way of contributing our effort in tackling the menace. The Seminar was targeted at up-coming students and young professionals offering Biodiversity Conservation and other related disciplines in Nigeria tertiary institutions. 

AIM OF SEMINAR

The aim of the seminar was to teach the target audience ‘how to fish’ rather than ‘giving them fish’. To accomplish this, a call for papers on different aspects of conservation science was made, with the intention of making the targeted audience to read wide, write and send in their articles which were compiled in the Seminar Proceedings. Subsequently, students with outstanding articles were informed to prepare for presentations. The intended benefit of these is three fold: firstly, the students making the presentations feel motivated and gain better understanding of conservation science; secondly, the audience students seeing their colleagues giving the presentations feel motivated and challenged that they too can do it when next opportunity comes; thirdly, all the students gained better understanding, share ideas and interact during and after the seminar.

Presentations

Presentations were made by young conservation professionals who are already making landmark in their chosen professions. The idea of choosing young conservation professionals is to avoid wide gap between the audience (up-coming students) and the professionals thereby inciting the career of conservation science and making it a reality. Three categories of presentations were made during the seminar, viz: 

1.      First presentations - Presentation from young professionals

AMUSA, T.O. - State of Biodiversity Conservation in Nigeria: The challenges ahead. Federal College of Wildlife Management, Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria

Significance and Role of NGO in promoting Biodiversity Conservation in Nigeria: Case of Nigerian Conservation Foundation (NCF).  NCF, Lekki, Lagos

Ayonniyi J. Dehinbo - Conservation Science in Government Parastatal: Perspective from Ornithology Unit of Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN). Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN), Murtala Mohammed Airport, Ikeja, Lagos.

 2.      Second presentations – Selected projects on TBA Courses

Barnabas Daru - Does isolation influence herbivory, seed set and flower visits in the spread of Lantana camara? A test in Kibale National Park, Uganda. A.P. Leventis Ornithological Research Institute (APLORI), Jos

 3.      Third presentations - Presentation from students for Awards

OGWU Matthew Chidozie – The Significance and Contribution of Conservation Education in Nigeria: An Appraisal and a Call for Improvement. University of Benin

Akande Samuel - The Significance and Contribution of Conservation Education in Nigeria. University of Ibadan

Lateef Akinwumi FOLORUNSO -- Nigeria and meeting Goal 7 of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): Role of Conservation Science. University of Ibadan

Iroro TANSHI - Climate Change and its Challenge for Biodiversity Conservation in Nigeria. University of Benin

OSHIBANJO O.D., et al - Impact of Animal Nutrition on Global Warming. University of Ibadan

AWARDS

Awards were given to the BEST three students presentations. Prizes included Certificates, Hard copy of Seminar Proceedings, and Free Seminar Registration and Package. The awardees were: 

First position: Iroro TANSHI - Climate Change and its Challenge for Biodiversity Conservation in Nigeria. University of Benin

Second position: Lateef Akinwumi FOLORUNSO -- Nigeria and meeting Goal 7 of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): Role of Conservation Science. University of Ibadan

Third position: Akande Samuel - The Significance and Contribution of Conservation Education in Nigeria. University of Ibadan

 

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION

Certificate of participation was given to all registered participants to create a lasting memory of the events in their mind. 

 

RECOGNITIONS

The following organisations were given Certificate of recognition during the seminar for their support and involvement in Biodiversity Conservation in Africa: 

Tropical Biology Association (TBA)

Nigeria Conservation Foundation (NCF)

The A. P. Leventis Ornithological Research Institute (APLORI)

 

SEMINAR PROCEEDINGS

The Seminar Proceedings, edited by Babalola, F.D. (Ph.D. Candidate and NTBA Coordinator) contains 21 articles, 147 pages, and ISBN 978-978-901-311-1. 

The Proceedings was divided into 6 sections covering: 

Biodiversity Conservation; 

Climate change, 

Conservation Education, 

Millenium Development Goals (MDGs), 

Selected Projects Conducted during TBA Courses and partook in by Nigerians

Role of NGO in Conservation Science

 

REFRESHMENTS

All the registered and unregistered participants during the seminar were given refreshments (Meat pie, Cake, Chicken, Soft drinks, and Confectioneries) during the Seminar.
 

SEMINAR ATTENDANCE

The seminar recorded about 130 registered participants, 15 volunteers, and almost 50 observers and unregistered participants. In all, all about 200 students and professionals attended the seminar.

 

CONCLUSION

The discipline of conservation science has been reborn and started to gain its lost glory among the up-coming students in Nigeria tertiary institutions. With this seminar, we (the NTBA Alumni group) strongly believe that the new orientation and awareness on conservation science has been initiated and the effect will be long lasting! 

The Seminar is planned to be an annual event, and plan is already on the way for the 2010 edition!
