FIRST BENIN TBA MEETING

Cotonou, October 19th, 2007

1- Introduction

The first Benin TBA meeting was effectively held on Friday October 19th 2007 at the « Institut des Sciences Biomédicales Appliquées” (ISBA), Cotonou, Benin. Among all 6 Benin TBA students, three were present: Kowiyou YESSOUFOU (02/2 Kibale, Uganda), Etotépé A. SOGBOHOSSOU (04/1 Naivasha, Kenya) and Alfred HOUGNON (06/1 Naivasha, Kenya). The others were absent and excused due to reasons relative to their job.

For this first meeting, the debate was organized around three themes:

· Introduction of each other to the group,

· Planning of activities assigned to the group,

· Election of the board.

2- Introduction of each other to the group
The meeting began at 1.00 o’clock pm. Each Benin TBA students told to the group what he gained fundamentally from the TBA courses he attended, how this helped him in his career and how this career is going on now. This step is very important for us since we didn’t know each other before. This moment helps us to recall the unforgettable times spent with TBA staff and different students coming from various countries. 

3- Planning of activities assigned to the group
We discussed to find the reasons why it would be interesting to create an alumni group. We thought it will be useful to make TBA known in a country like ours where very few people know about this organization and about the opportunities it offers.

To this end, Benin TBA group intends to:

· Create a mailing list for information, job opportunities and experience exchange.

· Organize regularly advertisement section for Benin students to give them information about TBA and various opportunities it offers to young researchers. The first advertisement section is planned for December 2007. This will result in application of numerous Benin students to the TBA courses to come.

· Contribute to sustainable natural resources management through:

· Research activities,

· Participation to scientific seminars and conferences,

· Organization of scientific days here in Benin where researchers will present their works,

· Further study up to PhD level,

· Significant participation to national and international days through actions towards sustainable use of natural resources and environment protection.

4- Election of the group staff members.

At the end, a staff of three members was elected to coordinate Benin TBA activities. They are:

· Coordinator: Kowiyou YESOUFOU (02/2 TBA , Kibale, Uganda)

· Assistant coordinator: Nadine WOROU/Ulysse KOROGONI (05/4, Kirindy),

· Organizing secretary: Etotepe  SOGBOHOSSOU (04/1, Naivasha, Kenya).

5- Conclusion

The meeting ended at three o’clock (two o’clock GMT). We were all happy to meet each other for the first time. We spent a very nice time recalling what our TBA courses were. We intend to do our best to let the group be dynamic and very useful for our environment and natural resources.
