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Introduction

ePelican predation on birds is unusual and rare Cape Cormorant Crowned_f:ormorant White-breasted Cormorant
outside southern Africa. It has been recorded in ¥
Brown Pelicans, Australian Pelicans and Great
White Pelicans.

*Great White Pelican predation on seabirds was
first recorded in South Africa in the 1800s. The
earliest recorded predation in Dassen Island was in
1993.
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eRecent times have witnessed a high increase in
predation. This has led to concerns that they may
threaten southern Africa’s endemic and threatened
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Dassen Island Facts

e Is an important breeding area for many
seabirds.

*One of only two breeding areas for Great White
Pelican in South Africa.
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i ePredation reduced breeding success of at least 4 of
. e oy Jga T . o the 5 species studied.
ethods -

There is need for management actions to curb
predation e.g.
eproviding shelters.

eObservation and filming of predation activities
from a light house
eMonitoring all nests of target species to determine
breeding success

oCrude breeding success determined as number of
fledged chicks per nest . - .
eNesting success determined using Mayfield’s
method

escaring away the pelicans.
sselective culling.

Before drastic action such as culling is considered,
there is need for further study on: ‘ ‘
eEffect of predation on other islands with breeding
seabirds (on going).

oEffect of predation on long-term population trends
eWhether there are specialized pelican predators
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