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Tropical Biology Association 
Checklist of Birds of Kibale Forest 

 
Introduction 

This checklist originates from a list compiled by Joseph Skorupa (1983). It has been update and revised by Leon Bennun (1997) 
and Anthony Kuria (2005). 

Records of some of the transient and accidental birds are included, as well as resident and regular migrants. Many of the 
species listed are not true forest species, but will be found in other habitats that occur within or immediately adjacent to Kibale Forest 
National Park. At least 319 bird species in 56 families are included. 

Taxonomy and nomenclature follows the standard 1996 East Africa list published by the Ornithological Subcommittee of the 
East Africa Natural History Society. Names may differ from those in the main field guides. However, with updated field guides for the 
region now available, it is fairly easy to find species. References used include: 

(1) Britton, P L (ed). 1980. Birds of East Africa, their habitats, status and distribution. Nairobi, EANHS. (source of the species 
account number) 

(2) Stevenson, T. & Fanshawe, J. 2002. Field guide to the Birds of East Africa. London, T & A D Poyser 
(3) Sinclair, I. & Ryan, P. 2003. A comprehensive illustrated guide of Birds of Africa south of the Sahara. Cape Town, Struik 
(4) Zimmerman, D.A., Turner, D.A., Pearson, D.J. 1996. Birds of Kenya and Northern Tanzania. London, Christopher Helm. 
Where appropriate, species dependence on forests is indicated following Bennun, L., Dranzoa, C. and Pomeroy, D. (1996, The 

forest birds of Kenya and Uganda. JEANH 85: 23-48): 
“FF species (forest specialist) are the ‘true’ forest birds, characteric of the interior of undisturbed forest. The may persist in 

secondary forest and forest patches if their particular ecological requirements are met. Where they do occur away from the interior, 
they are usually less common. They are rarely seen in non-forest habitats. Breeding is almost invariably withing forests. 

F species (forest generalists) may occur in undisturbed forest but are also regularly found in forest strips, edges and gaps. 
They are likely to be commoner there and in secondary forest than in the interiror of intact forest. Breeding is typically within forest. 

f species (forest visitors) are birds which are often recorded in forest, but are not dependent upon it. They are almost always 
more common in non-forest habitats, where they are most likely to breed.” 

Species migration status given represent Afrotropical migrant (AM), Malagasy migrant (MM) and Palaearctic migrant (PM). 
Where these letters are in lower case-am, mm or pm- migrants of that category occur alongside resident or non-migrant individuals. 

Any new species for the list should be reported to the Makerere University Institute of Environment and Natural Resources’ Bird 
Atlas Project (P O Box 10066, Kampala) with full supporting details. 

 

Checklist 
 

Family/Briton#   English name Scientific name Forest 
dependence 

migration 
status 

Pelecanidae  Pelecans    
11   Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus     

Ardeidae  Herons, egrets and bitterns     
24  Dwarf Bittern Ixobrychus sturmii   
27  Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala   
30   Common Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides   
32   Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis  am 

Scopidae  Hamerkop     
42  Hamerkop Scopus umbretta   

Ciconiidae  Storks     
44   Abdim's Stork Ciconia abdimii  AM 
49   Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus   
50   Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis   

Threskiornithidae   Ibises and spoonbills     
51   Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash   

Anatidae   Ducks and geese     
70   African Black Duck Anas sparsa   
72   Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata  am 

Accipitridae   Raptors     
95   African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus   
96   African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus f  
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97   Banded Snake Eagle Circaetus cinerascens F  
98   Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus   

101   Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus   
106   Great Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucus F  
107   Little Sparrowhawk Accipiter minullus f  
111   African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro F  
116   Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax   
120   Augur Buzzard Buteo augur   
124   Mountain Buzzard Buteo oreophilus FF  
125   Cassin's Hawk Eagle Spizaetus africanus FF  
126   Ayres' Hawk Eagle Hieraaetus ayresii F  
130   Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis f  
131   Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar   
134   Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus   
135   African Crowned Eagle Stephanoaetus 

coronatus 
  

137   African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer   
138   Black Kite Milvus migrans  am, pm 
139   African Cuckoo Hawk Aviceda cuculoides F  
140   Eurasian Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus F PM 
142   Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus   

Falconidae   Falcons     
147   Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus   
152   African Hobby Falco cuvieri F  
161   Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  pm 

Phasianidae   Francolins and quails     
174   Forest Francolin Francolinus lathami FF  
176   Red-winged Francolin Francolinus levaillantii   
178   Nahan's Francolin Francolinus nahani FF  
184   Scaly Francolin Francolinus squamatus F  

Numididae   Guineafowl     
188   Crested Guineafowl Guttera pucherani F  
190   Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris   

Turnicidae   Button-quails     
193   Common Button-quail Turnix sylvatica   

Rallidae   Crakes and rails     
201   Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostris F  
211   Buff-spotted Flufftail Sarothrura elegans FF  
213   White-spotted Flufftail Sarothrura pulchra   

Heliornithidae   Finfoot     
216   African Finfoot Podica senegalensis   

Scolopacidae   Sandpipers     
252   Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  PM 
256   Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola  PM 
258   Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus  PM 

Columbidae   Pigeons and doves     
337   Lemon Dove Aplopelia larvata FF  
338   White-naped Pigeon Columba albinucha FF  
339   Olive Pigeon Columba arquatrix FF  
344   Afep Pigeon Columba unicincta FF  
350   Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia 

semitorquata 
f  

355   Blue-spotted Wood Dove Turtur afer f  
357   Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria F  

    African Green Pigeon Treron calva F  
Psittacidae   Parrots and lovebirds     

371   Grey Parrot Psittacus erithacus   
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Musophagidae   Turacos     
372   Great Blue Turaco Corythaeola cristata F  
376   Eastern Grey Plantain-eater Crinifer zonurus   
377   Ross's Turaco Musophaga rossae F  
384   Black-billed Turaco Tauraco schuetti FF  

Cuculidae   Cuckoos and coucals     
385   Dusky Long-tailed Cuckoo Cercococcyx mechowi FF  
388   Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius   
389   African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus F  
391   Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas   
393   Black-and-white Cuckoo Oxylophus jacobinus   
394   Levaillant's Cuckoo Oxylophus levaillantii f  
396   Black Cuckoo Cuculus clamosus FF am 
397   African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis  AM 
399   Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius F  
401   Yellowbill Ceuthmochares aereus F  
403   Black Coucal Centropus grillii   
404   Blue-headed Coucal Centropus monachus   
406   White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus   

Strigidae   Typical owls     
414   Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus   
416   African Wood Owl Strix woodfordii F  
420   Red-chested Owlet Glaucidium tephronotum FF  

Caprimulgidae   Nightjars     
436   Fiery-necked Nightjar Caprimulqus pectoralis F  
441   Pennant-winged Nightjar Macrodipteryx vexillarius  AM 

Apodidae   Swifts     
443   Little Swift Apus affinis   
447   White-rumped Swift Apus caffer   
449   Alpine Swift Apus melba   
452   African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus   
453  Scarce Swift Schoutedenapus 

myoptilus 
F  

455   Cassin's Spinetail Neafrapus cassini FF  
456   Sabine's Spinetail Rhaphidura sabini FF  
457   Mottle-throated Spinetail Telacanthura ussheri F  

Coliidae   Mousebirds     
459   Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus   

Trogonidae   Trogons     
462   Narina's Trogon Apaloderma narina F  
463   Bar-tailed Trogon Apaloderma vittatum FF  

Alcedinidae   Kingfishers     
464   Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima   
465   Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis   
466   Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata   
468   Shining-blue Kingfisher Alcedo quadribrachys FF  
473   Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala f  
474   Blue-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon malimbica F  
475   Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis   
478   African Pygmy Kingfisher Ispidina picta f am 

Meropidae   Bee-easters     
479   White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis f  
480   Eurasian Bee-eater Merops apiaster  PM 
484   Black Bee-eater Merops gularis FF  
488   Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater Merops oreobates F  
491   Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus   

Coraciidae   Rollers     
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500   Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus f am, mm 
501   Blue-throated Roller Eurystomas gularis FF  

Phoeniculidae   Wood-hoopoes     
503   White-headed Wood-hoopoe Phoeniculus bollei FF  
508   Green Wood-hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus   

Bucerotidae   Hornbills     
513   Black-and-white-casqued Hornbill Bycanistes 

subcylindricus 
F  

515   Crowned Hornbill Tockus alboterminatus f  
519   African Pied Hornbill Tockus fasciatus F  

Capitonidae   Barbets abd tinkerbirds     
529   Yellow-spotted Barbet Buccanodon duchaillui FF  
533   Grey-throated Barbet Gymnobucco bonapartei F  
538   Hairy-breasted Barbet Tricholaema hirsuta F  
548   Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird Pogoniulus bilineatus F  
550   Western Green Tinkerbird Pogoniulus coryphaeus FF  
553   Speckled Tinkerbird Pogoniulus scolopaceus F  
555   Yellow-throated Tinkerbird Pogoniulus 

subsulphureus 
  

556   Yellow-billed Barbet Trachylaemus 
purpuratus 

F  

Indicatoridae   Honeyguides     
561   Least Honeyguide Indicator exilis FF  
562   Thick-billed Honeyguide Indicator conirostris FF  
563   Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator f  
570   Willcocks' Honeyguide Indicator willcocksi FF  
572   Cassin's Honeybird Prodotiscus insignis FF  

Picidae   woodpeckers     
581   Brown-eared Woodpecker Campethera caroli F  
582   Buff-spotted Woodpecker Campethera nivosa F  
584   Fine-banded Woodpecker  Campethera tullbergi FF  
585   Cardinal Woodpecker Denropicos fuscescens f  
587   Speckle-breasted Woodpecker Denropicos 

poecilolaemus 
  

592   Yellow-crested Woodpecker Mesopicos xantholophus F  
Eurylaimidae   Broadbills     

596   African Broadbill Smithornis capensis FF  
Pittidae   Pittas     

598   African Pitta Pitta angolensis FF AM 
599   Green-breasted Pitta Pitta reichenowi FF  

Hirundinidae   Swallows and martins     
624   Lesser Striped Swallow Hirundo abyssinica   
627   Angola Swallow Hirundo angolensis   
630   Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica   
633   Grey-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo 

griseopyga 
  

634   Eurasian Swallow Hirundo rustica  PM 
635   Rufous-chested Swallow Hirundo semirufa   
636   Mosque Swallow Hirundo senegalensis   
639   White-headed Saw-wing Psalidoprocne albiceps f  
641   Banded Martin Riparia cincta   
642   Plain Martin Riparia paludicola   
643   Sand Martin Riparia riparia  PM 

Motacillidae   Wagtails, pipits and longclaws     
984   Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis f PM 
988   Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus   
991   African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp   
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994   Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea F PM 
995  Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara F  
996   Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava  PM 

Pycnonotidae   Bulbuls     
697   Cameroon Sombre Greenbul Andropadus curvirostris FF  
698   Slender-billed Greenbul Andropadus gracilirostris FF  
701   Yellow-whiskered Greenbul Andropadus latirostris F  
705   Little Greenbul Andropadus virens F  
706   Honeyguide Greenbul Baeopogon indicator FF  
708   Red-tailed Bristlebill Bleda syndactyla FF  
711   Joyful Greenbul Chlorocichla laetissima F  
716   Western Nicator Nicator chloris F  
718   White-throated Greenbul Phyllastrephus 

albigularis 
FF  

719   Toro Olive Greenbul Phyllastrephus 
hypochloris 

FF  

720   Cabanis' Greenbul Phyllastrephus cabanisi FF  
732   Common Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus f  

Timaliidae   Babblers, chatterers and 
illadopses 

    

671   African Hill Babbler Pseudoalcippe 
abyssinica 

FF  

674   Scaly-breasted Illadopsis Illadopsis albipectus FF  
675   Brown Illadopsis Illadopsis fulvescens FF  

Turdidae   Thrushes and chats     
734   Fire-crested Alethe Alethe diademata FF  
736   Brown-chested Alethe Alethe poliocephala FF  
743   Brown-backed Scrub Robin Cercotrichas hartlaubi f  
750   Blue-shouldered Robin-Chat Cossypha cyanocampter F  
752   Red-capped Robin-Chat Cossypha natalensis F am 
753   Snowy-headed Robin-Chat Cossypha niveicapilla F  
761   Grey-winged Robin Sheppardia polioptera F  
771   Sooty Chat Myrmecocichla nigra   
772   White-tailed Ant Thrush Neocossyphus poensis FF  
773   Red-tailed Ant Thrush Neocossyphus rufus FF  
783   Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  PM 
784   Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata   
785   Equatorial Akalat Sheppardia aequatorialis FF  
789   Forest Robin Stiphrornis erythrothorax FF  
790   Rufous Thrush Stizorhina fraseri   
794   Black-eared Ground Thrush Zoothera camaronensis   
801   African Thrush Turdus pelios   

Muscicapidae   Old world flycatchers     
926   Sooty Flycatcher Artomyias fuliginosa FF  
933   White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher Melaenornis fischeri F  
934   Northern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis edolioides   
936   African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta F  
937   Swamp Flycatcher Muscicapa aquatica   
938   Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens F am 
939   Cassin's Grey Flycatcher Muscicapa cassini F  
940   Dusky Blue Flycatcher Muscicapa comitata F  
942   Grey-throated Flycatcher Muscicapa griseigularis FF  

Sylviidae   Old world warblers     
806   African Reed Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus  am 
815   Masked Apalis Apalis binotata FF  
817   Grey Apalis Apalis cinerea FF  
818   Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida f  
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819   Black-throated Apalis Apalis jacksoni FF  
826   Buff-throated Apalis Apalis rufogularis FF  
827   Collared Apalis Apalis ruwenzori FF  
829   Black-faced Rufous Warbler Bathmocercus rufus FF  
832   Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala   
834   White-winged Warbler Bradypterus carpalis   
837   Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura f  
838   Olive-green Camaroptera Camaroptera chloronota FF  
843   Dark-capped Yellow Warbler Chloropeta natalensis   
850   Siffling Cisticola Cisticola brachypterus   
855   Chubb's Cisticola Cisticola chubbi F  
857   Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops   
860   Winding Cisticola Cisticola galactotes   
864   Whistling Cisticola Cisticola lateralis   
866   Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis   
875   Grey-capped Warbler Eminia lepida   
889   Green Hylia Hylia prasina F  
908   Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus f PM 
910   Banded Prinia Prinia bairdii F  
911   White-chinned Prinia Prinia leucopogon F  
913  Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava f  
915   African Moustached Warbler Melocichla mentalis   
917   Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla F PM 
918   Garden Warbler Sylvia borin f PM 
923   White-browed Crombec Sylvietta leucophrys FF  
924   Green Crombec Sylvietta virens F  

Zosteropidae   White-eyes     
1133   Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis f  

Paridae   Tits     
664   Dusky Tit Parus funereus FF  

Monarchidae   Monarch flycatchers     
963   African Blue Flycatcher Elminia longicauda f  
967   Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone rufiventer FF  
968   African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis f am 
969   White-bellied Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus albiventris FF  
971   Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus 

cyanomelas 
FF  

Platysteiridae   Batises, wattle-eyes and relatives     
955   Black and White Flycatcher Bias musicus f  
956   African Shrike-Flycatcher Bias flammulatus FF  
957   Jameson's Wattle-eye Dyaphorophyia jamesoni FF  
958   Chestnut Wattle-eye Dyaphorophyia castanea FF  
960   Common Wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea f  
961   Black-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira peltata F  

Laniidae   Shrikes     
1029   Common Fiscal Lanius collaris   
1030   Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio  PM 
1035   Mackinnon's Shrike Lanius mackinnoni   

Malaconotidae   Bush-shrikes     
998   Pink-footed Puffback Dryoscopus angolensis FF  
1004   Tropical Boubou Laniarius aethiopicus f  
1008   Lühder's Bush Shrike Laniarius luehderi F  
1017   Many-coloured Bush-Shrike Malaconotus multicolor FF  
1022  Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis   
1024   Marsh Tchagra Tchagra minuta   

    Bocage's Bush-Shrike Malaconotus bocagei F  
Campephagidae   Cuckoo-shrikes     
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688   Black Cuckoo-shrike Campephaga flava  am 
689   Petit's Cuckoo-shrike Campephaga petiti   

Dicruridae   Drongos     
    Velvet-mantled Drongo Dicrurus modestus F  

Oriolidae  Orioles     
647   Western Black-headed Oriole Oriolus brachyrhynchus F  
652   Montane Oriole  Oriolus percivali FF  

Corvidae   Crows     
654   Pied Crow Corvus albus   

Sturnidae   Starling and oxpeckers     
1048   Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus 

leucogaster 
f am 

1049   Sharpe's Starling Cinnyricinclus sharpii FF  
1058   Purple-headed Starling Lamprotornis 

purpureiceps 
F  

1061   Splendid Starling Lamprotornis splendidus F  
1063   Chestnut-winged Starling Onychognathus fulgidus FF  
1067   Waller's Starling Onychognathus walleri FF  
1069   Narrow-tailed Starling Poeoptera lugubris FF  
1070   Stuhlmann's Starling Poeoptera stuhlmanni FF  

Nectariniidae   Sunbirds     
1080   Collared Sunbird Anthreptes collaris F  
1081   Grey-headed Sunbird Anthreptes fraseri FF  
1087   Green Sunbird Anthreptes rectirostris FF  
1093  Orange-tufted Sunbird Nectarinia bouvieri F  
1094   Olive-bellied Sunbird Nectarinia chloropygia F  
1096   Copper Sunbird Nectarinia cuprea f  
1097   Blue-throated Brown Sunbird Nectarinia cyanolaema FF  
1098   Red-chested Sunbird Nectarinia erythrocerca   
1103   Bronze Sunbird Nectarinia kilimensis f  
1109   Tiny Sunbird Nectarinia minulla F  
1112   Olive Sunbird Nectarinia olivacea FF  
1120   Green-throated Sunbird Nectarinia rubescens F  
1122   Scarlet-chested Sunbird Nectarinia senegalensis   
1125   Superb Sunbird Nectarinia superba F  
1128  Variable Sunbird Nectarinia venusta f  
1130   Green-headed Sunbird Nectarinia verticalis F  

Passeridae   Sparrows and petronias     
1206   Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus   

Ploceidae   Weavers     
1134   Grosbeak Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons f  
1139   Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens   
1140  Fan-tailed Widowbird Euplectes axillaris   
1141   Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis   
1144   Black Bishop Euplectes gierowii   
1155   Red-headed Malimbe Malimbus rubricollis FF  
1159   Baglafecht Weaver Ploceus baglafect f  
1161   Dark-backed Weaver Ploceus bicolor F  
1169   Brown-capped Weaver Ploceus insignis FF  
1173   Yellow-backed Weaver Ploceus melanocephalus   
1174   Black-billed Weaver Ploceus melanogaster   
1175   Vieillot's Black Weaver Ploceus nigerrimus f  
1176   Black-necked Weaver Ploceus nigricollis f  
1177   Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis f  
1179   Slender-billed Weaver Ploceus pelzelni f  
1184   Compact Weaver Ploceus superciliosus   
1186   Yellow-mantled Weaver Ploceus tricolor FF  
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1191   Cardinal Quelea Quelea cardinalis   
1192   Red-headed Quelea Quelea erythrops  am 

Estrildidae   Waxbills     
1216   Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura   
1223   Red-faced Crimson-wing Clytospiza reichenovii F  
1226   Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild   
1229   Yellow-bellied Waxbill Estrilda quartinia f  
1230   Black-crowned Waxbill E. nonnula f  
1231   Fawn-breasted Waxbill Estrilda paludicola   
1233   Crimson-rumped Waxbill Estrilda rhodopyga   
1239   African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricata   
1241   Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala   
1242   Green-backed Twinspot Mandingoa nitidula FF  
1243   White-collared Olive-back Nesocharis ansorgei f  
1244   Grey-headed Olive-back Nesocharis capistrata f  
1246   Grey-headed Negrofinch Nigrita canicapilla F  
1247   White-breasted Negrofinch Nigrita fusconota F  
1252   Red-fronted Antpecker Parmoptila woodhousei FF  
1254   Black-bellied Seed-cracker Pyrenestes ostrinus F  
1256   Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba   
1259   Red-headed Bluebill Spermophaga ruficapilla F  
1265   Black-and-white Mannikin Lonchura bicolor f  
1266   Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata   

Fringillidae   Seedeaters and canaries     
1283   African Citril Serinus citrinelloides f  
1290   Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus   
1293   Brimstone Canary Serinus sulphuratus   

 


